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Platforms.

Speaking of platforms  And whoe is
not gpeaking of them today? What a
thema! How pat! How wvery much to
the point!  All other themes for the

moment vield to that

At f ional convention the platform
cammittee has heen one of great honor.
Men of distinetion have sought assign-
ment to it Service on it has bheen a
distinetion in itzelf. To have helped for-

mmiate a party creed for a presidential
enntest has bheen #gomething to remem-

afer to

ge at hand? Will 1918 pre-
sent the specticle of men avoiding
such an assienment?  Shall we sea the
greng phresemakers prafer to he vice
presidents of the eonvention vather
than platform huofiitere? Has the work

hecomme rigky, and even ridicalous?

If =0, what will hecome of the spell-
hinders Ta what will they cling?
What swear by? I'pon what bass

their promises of happine=s and pros-
perity forall?
The piatform has= been a boon to the

wators. They have treated it as a sort
of zospel. When they have soared it
ws heen on platform wings, As the
late Representative Cushman said of
jen, Grosvenor's speeches, they have
been ahble ta prove, or disprove, any-
thing by it. With a good platform,
eatly phrased, they have felt them-

invincibie, and set pegs for tall

All parties are taking
a fing at the Baltimore platform. Some
of those elected to office on it make a

wn this sabject.

little merry at its expense. As for the
republicans, bull moosers, rrohibition-
15ts and socialists, they are in a gale
of amusement.

Aind wet that platform was con-
structed by ¥ery able and earnest men.
Mr. Bryvan presided. Senator O'Gorman
=at neag Both wera dead in earnest
Both were in agreement not only as to
what policies but what candidate
should be presented Mr. O’Gorman
was a Wilson man.  While the influ-
enea of the New York delegation was
operating for Clark, his personal pref-
vrence was fof the Jersevman.
thesa men are in opposite
camps.  While Mr. Bryan is support-
tnz the President against the plat-
farm. Mr. O'Gorman s supporting the
platform against the President. While
Mr. Bryan is repndlating, Mr. O'Gorman
ls arknowledging and expressing pride
in, their joint work at Baltimore.

Tim Campbell thought the Constitu-
tion should not eome hetween fmends.
Other views are prevailing about the
Raltimore platform. That has come
hetween friends., and is separating
them widely. Tz it to prove to be the
last deliverance of its kind? Will it
he possible after thiz to refer to a plat-
farm without raising suspicions, and
provoking mayvhe loud guffaws? For
all we know, “as misleading as the
Haitimore platform™ may become a
=tandard comparison

The Outlaw Fly.

The fiy will find Washington uncom-
fortable as a summer resort. Every
man's hand and every woman's hand is
to he raised against him He has been
nutlawed. No quarter is to he shown
hin He is to be preventsd where it Is
wracticable to do so, and where not pre-
vented he is to be swatted. The fiy's real
character has been exposed. A few days
x#za The Star published the hiography of a
i It might have been his autobiog-
ruphy. He was made to confess that he
came from an egg that had been lald in
dirt. He was made to admit that with
1 fine fuzz on hiz fert ke pleked up
foul matter full of deadly germs. Germs
cling to his wings. He has been convicted
hy bacteriological tests of carrying as
many as 6,000,000 hacteria on his hody—
the bacteria of tyvphold fever and summer
complaint, with which he Infects the food
of babes and of adults. He carries about
with him germs of Yuherculosis. He and
she ean produce not milllona but billions
of descendants in one summer Fiy
specks have been shown to eontaln deadly
germs. For these and other reasons a
campalgn of extermination agninst the fly
has heen orered. Tt 13 a rieht and prop-
er thing. Tenderness and pity are all
rzht in their Place, but tenderness to-
waurd the fIy may he cruelty to children.
Tharefore, swat'

The Housskeepers' Alllance, or the com-
vittes an civies and sanitation of that al-
linnce, 1a one of the anti-fly agencles early
ir the fleid. This committen s working to
edueate market peopls and grocery store-
heepers., where they requlre education,
agalnst tha fIv and Its dangers. TFlies
#kall be kept out of stores and away from
‘rod by scpecns, possible breeding places
of fifem are to be cleaned up, and wherever
+ v =hows his head or his wings, or his

ewat! A fiv killed in early spring
will keep bMilons from being born
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In Search of a Name.
New York bul)
nge of name for th

mongers favor a
ir party. *'Pro-
Indeiinite “Liberal*
iit them hetter. They propose it.
Roosevelt upon his return will
vonsalted,

= ton
ovnld =

Mr he

They ara right as to the present name

Tt ries no definite meaning.

All our

partles are progressive. In this coumntry
progress is a law of party being. A
reallv gtandpat party would die the
death It would fall in the plain needs
of  evervday polities The country's
progress—which  is eontinucus—necessi-

1ATes DALY Progress.

And none teo happy would bhe the
ward “liberal” as a substitute. All our
parties are liberal. They have to be,

ment. It could not exist on lines of dog-
maiic strict construction. '

The men who organized the third party
“under the oaks in Michigan™ some sixty
vears ago were fortunate in the selection
of a name. But they werea not driven to
invention. They aimply adopted a name
that had done notable service at an ear-
lier day. The word “republican” was
associated with some of the fathers and
some important history.

Since then the name has become more
illustrious than when first used. Al the
most notable things political of the past
fifty-odd years have borne the hallmark
of the republican party. The greatest
man gince Washington was a republican,
and twice elected President. The name
and achievements of Lineoln alone have
¢ndearsd the party to millions.

For several vears the republican party
has heen under a heavy fire, and just
now is out of power. But.does that argue
that it is done for? Has it not been out
of power before? Have not Its strong
men quarreled over policies and clashed
in personal ambitions only to learn a les-
son from chastisement, to bury their dif-
ferences, and, united again, to ‘'‘come
hack"?

And conslder what the democratic party
has survived. Slavery, the civil war, the
rag money crass and the fres sliver
craze. IL was on the wrong side of all
those issues, and yet is in power today,
a lusty organization.

But do the New York bull moosers, or
the bull moosers anywhere, need a new
name half so much as & new Ilook
around? Have they really outgrown the
name republican? Could they not wear
that again comfortably? Are not many
of them preparing to do so? Were Mr.
Roosevelt to give the word tomorrow,
bull moosery would disappear at once.
All its strength on him is stayed. Al
its hope from him It brings. Progres-
sivism, bull moosery, what you please, it
i= Hoosevelt. Put it cannmot take his
name because of the frank confession
that would be involved in such an adop-
tion. Tt still insists that it is not a one-
nan party.

Welcoming Migrant Birds.

Ornithologiats and other naturalists
whose fancy turns to birds are in the
fields and woods today, and many men
and women with opera glasses, bird
books and Audubon sllps are pursuing
an interesting and bloodless hunt in
the Virginia woods between the Aque-
duct and Chain bridges, in the Difficult
run neighborhood, around Great Falls,
in the region adjacent to Dyke, in the
thickets, marshlands and sandy bot-
toms of Fox's ferry. and along the
southerly side of the Eastern branch—
places all dear and famillar to persons
who start out early to give their an-
nual greeting to the migrant birds of
spring. In the environs of Washington
the resident birds have been somewhat
more numerous this winter than in sev-
eral years. The cardinal has been con-
eplcuous, the notes of the Carolina
wren and the song sparrow have been
heard, the  chickadee, titmouse, cedar
hird, the red crossbill, the white-
breasted nuthatch, the bluebird and
the goldfinch have been here all winter,
for these birds together with the com-
mon crow, the fish crow, the bluejay,
the bob white, the ow!s and hawks are
classified as permanent residents. Red-
polls and pine siskins have been down
from the north and the slate-colored
junco has spent a happy and prosperous
winter.

The grackles have come, flocks of
red-winged blackbirds have been re-
ported, the robins are arriving, and the
bird people may today register on their
sllps many migrant sparrows, purple
martine, which are usually the earliest
of the swallows to rome north, war-
blers, especially myrtle and pine war-
blers, phoebea, oricles, vireos, oven
birds, tanagers and thrush, Perhaps it
is a little early to expect scarlet and
summer tanagers, or even the thrush
unless he be the hermit thrush, but the
friends of the birds are afield today,
and there is always competition* among
them to be the first to ob=erve the ar-
rival of mlgrant species

Pneumonia Cure?

The world reads with skepticisin pub-
lished reporta of the discovery of cures
for dread diseases, vet within a few
vears the problems of malaria and vel-
low fever have been mastered, prevent-
ive measures against typhnid have been
found effective and antitoxins and se-
rums which reduce mortality in other
diseases have been discovered. The num-
ber of “‘cures” for cancer and tubercu-
losis which have disappointed hopes
have been =0 numerous that suspiclon
attaches to all new announcements of
cures. However, the announcement of a
remedy for pneumonia comes with what
must be the seal of authority from the
Rockfeller Institute for Medical Re-
search. A statement has been sent out
that at that institute a specific serum
has been discovered for the treatment of
lobar pneumonia, that the Institute is
prepared to treat patients suffering from
the disease In an acute form and that
results of experiments {ndicate the effi-
ciency of the discovery in lowering mor-
tality from this disease. This probably
marks another long stride toward the
conquest of germ disease.

The interstate com ca commissi
decision that ice cream Is food was easy.
The test of discernment will come when
the commisalon is called upon to decide

whether a mint julep is a salad.

It 1s asserted that King George never
uses profanity. His restraint is admira-
ble under circumstances which often sug-
gest powerful temptation.

The deportation of Mr. Bryan's llama
prevents the possibilit> eof the stalwart
mula being superseded as the party em-
blem.

Panama
involving

An Interlockinz system of
canal tolls is recognized as
possibilities of cowmplication.

Incidentally, the proceedings are rather
rough on the little town of Torreon.

A Memorial Bridge.

With plang for the Lincoln memorial
going forward and each month bringing
nearer the realization of that great de-
sign the time is propitious—all time Is
propitious—for urging the construetion of
a Yotomac memorial bridge, a thing of
grandeur, sentiment and utility in itself
ard a necessary supplement to the Lin-
eoln memorial. A bridge is a structure
which wonld relleve the Lineoln me-
marial of its isolation. It is an old ques-
tion. The difficulties which have been
encountered in the way of the consum-
mation of this ldea have been numerous.
Congress, by act of March 3, 1880, ap-
propriated $5.000 “‘to enable the chilef of
engineers, United States Army. to con-
tinue the examination of the subject and
to make and secure designs., calculations
and estimates for & memorial bridge.”
Designs and estimates were obtained
from distingutshed bridge engineers.

President McKinley. In his message to
Congress December 5, 1880, wrote that
“the proposed bridge would be a conven-
{ence to all the people from every part
of the country who visit the national
cemetery, an honor to the capital of the
nation and forever stand as a monument
to American patriotism. I do not douht

cy is a liberal form of goverm-

§ that Cgmgress will give to the enterprise

still further proof of its favor and ap-
proval.”” In 1800 a bill appropriating
$200,000 for beginning work on the bridge
was passed by the Benate, and on belng
brought up in the House was passed on
a rising vote by a majority of nine, but a
roll call being demanded the blll was de-
feated by a majority of seventeen votes.

This bridge question has been before
Congress repeatedly since the first ses-
sion of the Forty-ninth Congress (1885),
when the Secretary of War was direct-
ed by resolution of the Senate to “‘ex-
amine and report upon the expediency of
constructing a government bridge with
suitable draw and approaches from a
point at or near the foot of New York
or New Hampshire avenue, on the public
grounds across the Potomac river and
Analostan Island to a point on the United
States national cemetery grounds at Ar-
lington, with estimates of tha cost of the
kind of bridge deemed by the department
most expedient, as well as the cost of
alternative plans considered practicable
and which will not materially affect the
navigation of the river.”

Bill succeeded bill In Congress, and in a
report on a memorial bridge biil submit-
ted on January 30, 1895, by Representa-
tive Durborow from the committee on
interstate and foreign commerce it was
said that *since 1886 up to the present
time the building of this bridge has been
repeatedly urged upon the attention of
Congress by successive Secretaries of
War, chiefs of engineers and quartermas-
ters general of the army."” It was urged
that “very large sums have been appro-
priated by Congress for the construction
of roads to cemeteries more or less im-
portant in various parts of the country,
but a like generous care has not been
bestowed upon Arlingion, the most Im-
portant of all”; that -“‘the Arlington
heights grounds contain 1,100 acres, with
& frontage of about one mile on the river,
constituting one of the grandest and most
beautiful parks of the country”; that
“few cities have =0 fine a park contigu-
ous to their borders,” and that “a bridge
over the Potomac at or about the termi-
nus of New York avenue near Observa-
tory Hill would furnish a short and direct
route to the park and cemetery, and
would, in fact. bring them to our very
doors.’”

On Oectober 9, 1902, during the thirty-
sixth mational encampment of the Grand
Army of the Republic, the Stonecutters’
Union of Washington presented a seven-
ton block of stone as the corner etone of
the memorial bridge. That stone was
dedicated with impressive ceremonies.
The Secretary of War, Ellhu Root, pre-
sided, J. E. Ewell, commander of the G.
A. R., =poke in behalf of that great or-
ganization, Representative Warnock of
Ohio spoke in behalf of the Congress of
the United States, Henry B. F. Macfar-
land on behalf of the Commissioners of
the District and James McHugh on be-
half of the union presenting the corner
stone. 21

It was believed then that the memorlal
bridge was not far in the future And
that was nearly twelve vears ago!'

Navy Yard Dismissals.

The impending reduction of the work-
ing force in the mavy yard must have
a disquieting effect on the whole force
in the affected shops, and will carry
hardship to many of the men. Machin-
ists who are tenants of rented property
will feel the jolt less, of course, than
those who have bought or are buying
houses. In numerous cases the discharge
of a machinist or other workman who
has to do with machinery and metal
working, means that he must leave Wash-
Ington, because of the restricted demand
here outside of the government shops for
labor of that quality.

Diplomacy might ease the responsibil-
ities of officials away from home by or-
ganizing a corps of trained after-dinner
speakers, with Chauncey M. Depew as
head instructor.

The desire for extended debate i=s an
assurance that the country has a supply
of oratorical talent ready to assert itself

independeritly of the lecture piatform.

Some prominent democrats sgeem o
have forgotten the manner in which Coals.
Harvey and Watterson were cffaced as
active campaigners.

that the whale is
but there is solace
#had promises to

Seience declares
doomed to extinction,
in the fact that the
survive indefinitely

The fact that dancing has discouraged
bridge whist may entitle the tango to
congideration as an economical influence.

The proposition to efface party lines
keeps cominz up in (_‘unnm:tipn with lines
drawn within the party itself.

Those early arguments about a lock or
sea-level canal have paled into insignifi-
cance.

March gives promise of going out “like
4 lamb” climatically, but not politically.

SHOOTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON,

A Parliamentarian.

“Your wife says she is In favor of
Umiting debate.”

“aAs a matter of fact,” replied Mr.
Meekton, “Henrietta is in favor of cut-
ting out the debate altogether and mak-
ing it a monologue.”

Harsh Comment.
“People should think before they
speak,” said the readymade philosopher,
“Yes,” replied Miss Cayenne; “and
thera are some who ought not to try
to do either.”

Hamlet the Student.

Oh, Hamlet might seem less pathetic,
Still shifting from bad unto worse,

Had he tuken to pleasures athletic
Instead of reciting blank verse.

His Object.
“80 vou want to reduce your weight?”
=aid the physical culture expert.
“No,” replied ths caller. *I merely
want te get into some sort of athletic

activity that will permit me to wear
clothes that are really light and cool
in warm weather™
Adaptability.
“That man issvery adaptable.”
“Yes. When he has a plcture faken

he can oven look as if he were used Lo
=itting in the elegantly carved furniture
they use in photograph galleries™

Improvement.

Oh, the world Is getting better,
So the wiser people say.
1f you want to send a letter,
There is rather less to pay
Than the fee that was collected
In the days when mail went out,
Very carefully directed,
On a horse snd wagon route.

With the optimists presiding
And the pessimisis removed,
We repeat, with faith abiding,
That the world is much Improved.
_Though for food we're digeing deeper
Than seems thrifty, wise and sure,
Letter rates keep growlng cheaper—

Which is good for literature,

WHAT T

E GOVERNMENT IS DOING

In stamping smallpox out of the Phil-
ippine Isiands, the United States govern-
ment has

Stamping Out Smallpox ©1iminated

2 T the cause for
in Philippines. e E

one-third of the cases of blindness In the
archipelago. In the past great economic
loss to the people of the Philippines has
been caused by the large numbera of na-
tives who have been made blind and have
become unabls to provide for themselves
because of their affiiction.

An investigation of blindness has Just
been completed in the Island of Cebu in
the Phillppines to ascertain the extent to
which blindness exists, and {ts chief
causes: to select suitable cases for sur-
gical treatment, and to give those who
are unahle or unwilling to go to the hos-
pital remedies which they could use them-
selves. This investigation has been car-
ried on by Dr. Louls Schwartz, assistant
surgeon in the United States public health
servica. Dr. Schwartz visited, in all
twenty-thres towns and examined 145
cases, of which fifty were found to be
sultable for surgical treatment, with an
almost certain restoration of vision.

“The chief cause of blindness in Cebu,
and perhaps throughout the FPhilippine
Islands, has been smallpox,”’ says Dr.
Schwarts '"“Most of the smallpox cases
have been blind for many years, only
three which came to my observation in
Cebu having occurréd within the last
five years. Since the Americans have
begun the svstematic and compulsory
vaccination of all the people smallpox is
no longer the cause of blindness, Cata-
ract comes next as a cause of blindness,
and Is closely followed by trachoma.
Most of the blindness in Cebu and other
islands of the Philippines iz due to pre-
ventable diseases. More than one-third
of the blind can be relieved by surgical
treatment.™

The fear of the natives of belng arrest-
ed as lepers or being compelled to under-
g0 an operation made it very difficult for
the government's surgeon to induce the
blind to come for examination, and as a
consequenca all of the sightless peopla in
the towns could not be located. Tt is esti-
mated that in the Tsland of Cebu, with
a total population of 432,000, more than
60 persons ara afflicted with total blind-
ness, and of this number more than 200,
after simple operations, might be made
to see and become wage earners instead
of public charges.

Dr. Schwartz had an interesting time
and many difficulties in making his exam-
inations and in getting the natives to
use the remedles to restore their sight or
better their condition. Speaking of these
trouhles, Dr. Schwartz says:

“The treatment advised was often dis-
regarded because of the distrust of Amer-
feran phyeicians, fear of surgical opera-
tions, to which many would not submit,
even though vision was promised them
as a result, and hecause many of them
implicitly believed in cures of their own.
These native cures include the applica-
tion of certain leaves to the eye to cure
inflammation or wearing certain charms
when affected with eve diseasa to prevent
loss of sight and the carrving of a small
pebble in an inclsion In the arm or leg
to cure blindness. Then theres were three
patients having cases of simple cataract
who could have been helped with an op-
eration which they refused to undergo,
saying that they had seen enough of life
and did not care to see Any mora.

“A large number of the natives have
agrepted help. however, and as a result
of the government's investigation sight
Is heing restored to many people who
have been bhlind hopelessly, as they
thought, for years. When they returned
to their different homes, others, learning
of the gooidl results obtained, loat their
fear of surgical treatment and also came
to bemefit by it.”

Dr. Schwartz recommenda that the
government extend Its investigations of
the causes and prevalence of blindness
throughout the lslands of the Philippines.
He advises tours of the towns periodi-
callv by a competent ocullst for the pur-
pora of advising treatment of the eves
selecting cases for surgical operations,
af advising natives who are afflicted with
trachoma, and, if possible, Isolating
them until theyv are no longer contagious.
Ta further this work he suggests the
nse of the hospital train idea as used by
D, Stiles, the hookworm expert. He
think= that this could be applied in the
form of the hospital automobile, which
should perindically make the rounds of
the towns of the island for the treatment
of tha mick, and to carry advice on hy-
glenle matters to the natives.

-
* *

A aquarter of a billlon tons of coal are
wasted annually in mining the 500,000,000

tons mecessary in gapply the

Waste of Industries of the nation, ac-
cording to the latest estimate
Coal. of Dr. Joseph A. Holmes, di-

rector of the United States hbureau of
mines.

“This reprasents,” says Dr. Holines, “a
loss from our hest and most easily mined
coals and those nearest our great centers
of industry. What 18 needed in connec-
tion with this loss is a thorough under-
zround survey and examination at certain
carefully selected areas in each of the im-
portant coal fields of the country, with a
view to determining the exact eonditions
under which mining operations take place
and the possibilitles of adopting less
wasteful methods. With this large amount
of accurate informatlon lald before the
public 1t will then be possible to obtain
the adoption of far less wasteful meth-
ods of mining.

“Quch an investigatlon, thoroughly con-
ducted, would cost about $50,000 per an-
num for several years. It is confidently
believed that the results of such an in-
vestigation would mean a saving in fuel
resources having a value to the nation of
considerably more than 50,000,000 tons of
coal per annum. In addition, they would
contribute largely to greater safety in
coal mining; for in coal mining the safe-
ty and waste problems are too Intimately
associated to permit separate treatment.™

*
* *
To meet the growing demand for infor-
mation relating to the vocational guid-
ance movement, the gov-
Vocational ernment, through the
« United States bureaun of
Guidance. education, has just pub-
lished reports of the first study of the re-
lations of the echool and employment in
Kngland, Scotland and Germany. The
bulletin is published under the title ““The
School and the Start in Life,’” and is the
work of Mever Bloomfield, director of the
vocation bureau of Boston.
“Within recent vears,"” says Mr. Bloom-

fleld, "an unusually active Interest has
been manifested in the afterschool ca-
reers of boys and girls who, either
through graduation or through dropping
out, leave the elementary schools of the
United States. Qulte recently the voca-
tlonal guidance movement, with its voca-
tlon bureaus, vocational Information,
placement, scholarship and follow-up mo-
cletles, has focused public attention on
the hitherto scantily recognieged responsi-
bility of the public school for the careers
of children who have left it for employ-
ment. This eoncern of the schools for tha
ocenpational welfara of thelr boys and
girls has hrought into the foreground cer-
taln questions of momentous importance
In school policy and administration.

“What is the duty of the public school
toward the hovs and girls who drop out
from the elementary grades as soon as
thev met a work certificate? What spe-
cial interest has the school in the kind of
work these chiidren find to do? To what
extent shall the school help to provide
and supervise employment for such chil-
dren or to furnish information, counsel,
incoentives and opportunities in order that
thn start in life for that army of bowvs
and girls now wastefnlly adrift during
the transition from school to work may
be made more promising? Thesa are soma
of the questions before thinking people
not only in this country, but in other ad-
vanced countries also. Tnterest in this
vital matter has of late been quickening.

“The different cities of England, Scot-
land and Germany, particularly cities like
Birmingham, Liverpool, York, TLondon,
Edinburgh and Glasgow, have developad
a4 vast school of service to carry on
public and private agencles for the pur-
pose of assisting boys and girls for their
start in life. An idea of the actlvities
carried on abroad may be gathered from
the plan of the liverpool education com-
mittee, whose work includes the <collec-
tion and dissemination of information re-
lating to industrial conditions prevailing
in the city, the furnishing of advice to
young persons as to the occupations for
whirh they are best fitted, the encourage-
ment of young persons to continue their
education in evening classes and tech-
nieal ‘schodls and the keeping of the rec-
ords showing the occupations taken up
by children on leaving school.

“There is maintained a cemiral office,
with the schools acting as suboffices, for
the registration of young persons apply-
ing for employment and for submitting
suitable applicants for the known vacant
positions. There 13 supervision of young
persons after they have taken up work
for the purposa of assisting them in
cases where advice may ba neefled re-
garding the faecllities which may exist for
extending the child’s education and also
whera other and better employment may
exist.

“(ierman soclal enterprise has con-
cerned itself thus far largely with the
fmmenss task of establishing the con-
tinuation or part-time school svstem,
which has become a world model, and the
syetem af labor bureaus which place boys
and girls who seek work.

“The German schools have not been In-
different to the carcer problems of the
children. Before the school-leaving period
draws near, and shortly before the four-
teenth birthday, teachers and others call
attention to the various wage-earning op-
portunities open to the children. They
describe the supplementary training pro-
vigions of the municipality and the pro-
cedure In getting work through the labor
exchange. In a few cities and towns mu-
nicipal and veocational Information offices
have been started—usually in connectlon
with some well established agency, such
as the statistical bureau—for the purpose
of advising parents, children and teach-
ers as to the industrial conditions, the
state of the labor market and the nature
of the demands for workers. German
schonls, too, are keenly interested In pre-
venting children from bhecoming careless
jobseekers, and they take a personal in-
terest in directing children to the nearest
labor exchange and to other employment
agencies. Parents are invited befare the
children leave school to attend informal
conferences, at which a brief talk is given
to point out the mischief of drifting into
employment without forethought nanp!a‘n,
and for which work the boy or girl may
be entirely unsuited. k.

“‘In a survey of fureign experiments in
vocational guidance one cannot fail to
be impressed by the elaborateness of ma-
chinery developed; the extent and effec-
tiveness of the national and local support
through Iegisiatlon and- money grants;
and also by tha extraordinary develop-
ment of volunteer aervice an the part of
men and women who are drawn from
school, manufacturing, commereial, labor,
civic and social service groups,”

*
* K
In the promotion of better
mehods

farming
the government has introduced

tha motto-card idea
Better Farming of tmpressing the sct-

tlera on the {rriga-
Methods. Llion projects in the
west. In the latest number aof the

Reclamation Record, a monthly magazine
published by the IDepartment of the In-
terior for the water ufers on the west-
ern irrigation projects, the editors have
printed In black tyvps the “Farmers'
Creed,” the version having been slizhtly
changed from the original by Frank L
Mann. as follows:

“1 helisve in a permanent agricultura,
# soil that shall grow richer rather than
poorer from vear to vear.

] ‘peliove that the only gpood weed is &
dead weed, and that a clean farmn is as
important as a clean congcience,

“[ believe in striving for maximum
yvields, and T shall not be satisfied with
anything less.

“I helieve in the farm boy and in the
farm girl, the farmer's best crops and
the future’s hest hope.

“I belleve in the farm woman, and
will do all in my power to make her life
easier and happier.

[ believe In a country school that pre-
pares for country life, and a country
church that teaches its people to love
deeply and live honorably.

“1 helieve In community spirit, a pride
in home and neighbors, and I will do my
part to make my own community the
best in the state.

“I believe in the farmer, I helleve in
farm life, I helleve in the Inspiration of
the open country.

“I am proud to be a farmer, and I will
try earnestly to be worthy of the name.”

Both Secretary Tane of the Interior
Department and Secretary Newell, di-
rector of the reclamation service, are
planning to make the unique magazine
which is furnished to water users as in-
teresting and as helpful as possible, and
it is expected that the motto-card idea
and other innovations will be Introduced
to enliven the pages of all futura issues.
In the past, dry reports and notes of the
routine work on the projects have made
up most of the contents of the publica-
tion, but hereafter articles and features
of popular interest will be introduced
more and morg in the work of ¢ncourag-
ing the irrinmﬂm farmers to make work
inereasingly profitable and life on the
projects thoroughly worth while,

¢ RAYMOND W. PULLMAN.
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VILLA AND

TORREON.

From the Providence Journal.

Torreon 18 endeavoring, somewhat un-
successfully, to compete with Belfast as
the center of international intercst.

From the St. Joseph Gazette.

Gen. Villa's bhase, as wa understand
it, is the place where he stores the ran-
som maoney he collects.

From the Chlcago News.

Amid the world turmoil that is agitat-
ing the front pages everywhere Huerta
malntains, by contrast, an alr of benig-
nant calm.

From the Atlanta Jouroal.
Advices Indicate that there is consid-
erable suburban actlvity around Torreon.

Fgom the Montana Record.

Mr. Villa has reached the environs of
Torreon. Now the question is how long
he will stay there.

From the Loa Angeles Express.

Life in present-day Mexico has been
described as just one murder after an-
other.

From the Dallas News,

Inasmuch as Villa is now in the sub-
urbs of Torreon, how would it do for
him to make a littla casy money
platting a few blocks of ground and sell-

lders?

ing it off to bungalow bui

Firom the New Tork Fvening Post.

For tha number of men engaged and
the obstinate character of the tighting,
the battle at Torreon stands out pre-
eminent in the history of Mexican civil
| warfare.

From the New Orleans Times-Democrat.,

The embattled cltlzens of Torreon need
not he accused of being vielent partisans
of Huerta if they merely decline to en-
thuse over the prospect of having Villa
for mayor pro tem,

From the Richmond Times-Dispatch.

That Gen, Villa iz vengefu) is shown,
too, hy the fact that he threatens to
malke all northern Mexico prohibition ter-
ritory, knowing Provisional President
Huerta's prejudice in favor of pulque.

From the Chester Republican. <

Honor bright, il you were authorized to
select a president for Mexlceo which one
would you select, Huerta, Carranza or
Villa?
From the Detroit Times.

One man who we imagine would he
quite secure in Mexico, so far as Villa is
concerned, is a soap peddier.

From the Knoxvillo Journal and Tribune.

Judging from the news as it i= given,
Carranza is playing second flddle to Villa
the bandit

¢

FIFTY YEARS AGO
IN THE STAR

Lieut. Gen. OGrant, accompanied by
his wife and son and Gen. Rawlins,
Col. Duff, Maj. Rowley
Grant Here and Capt. Badeau of his
staff, reached Washing-
for Duty. ton "at 2 oclock the
morning of March 23, 1864, the fact
being noted in The Star of that day.
Gen, Grant took up his headquarters
in rooma 29 and 31 of the Winder
building, 17th and F strests, and,
pending the preparation of these
roomsa for his usa, he pald a visit to
the headguarters of the Army of the
Potomac for inspection. Hia arrival
in Washington greatly stimulated the
northern expectation of early action
in the prosecution of a vigorous cam-
palgn.

*
* ¥
Befora the war Washington had not
developed to such an extent that semi-
agricultural conditions
Enforeing within the city were
C Ia unosual or regarded as
OW LBW. ,hjectionable. With the
increase of population, however, came
a demand for a higher standard of
sanitary conditions, and particularly
with reference to the keeping of cows
in the city. In' The Star of March
23, 1864, is the following paragraph
on this topio:

“The cow art iz now belng rigidly
enforced by the police, and the fact
causes considerable feeling among the
numerous cow dealers and dairy own-
ers in the suburban sections of the
city. Tt does pot apply to persons
keeping one or two cows for their
own Immediate use. The act was ap-
proved August 1, 1863, and provides
that it shall not be lawful to provide,
keep or maintain a cowyard. pen or
stable for dairy or other purposes,
nearer than 200 feet of any dwelling
house other than tha dwelling house
of the keepar of such yard, pen or
stable, under a penalty of not less
than $1 nor more than $6 for each day
the offense Is continued. Then follows
the proviso in favor of families keep-
ing not more than two cows for their
own use. Tha law further provides
that such yards, pens or stables shall
he thoroughly cleansed daily. and the
penalty for the neglect of this require-
ment is not less than $1 nor more than
§6 for each offense. The law was
enacted at the selicitation of numbers
of residents of the suburban sections,
who were anxious to gecure the clean-
liness and health of the localities in
which they reside. The greatest num-
her of violations of the law occur in
the northern parts of the third, fourth
and fifth warda."

*
* ¥
In view of the anxiety of the north
for the early captare of Richmond there
was keen Interest in the
B.lehmond"g character of the defenges
of that city. In The Star
Defenses. of March 23, 1844, is the

following, glving this
subject:

“A refuges from Richmond reports that
the defenses of that city are very ex-
tensive and elaborate. They are in the
form of a semi-circle, the outer embank-
ment being continuous almost without a
break around the city. Inside of this
another Iline of intrenchments extends
around the eity, with frequent breaks.
Between the two is a fine military road,
#o that It i easy to reinforce any part
of the defenses at short notice. Thege
fortifications are heavily armed with the
best artillery. What =eems strange (o
us at this distance Is that thess cxtensive
fortifications are not manned by any con-
siderable force, but the citizens are
formed into companies ready at the tap
of the drum to proceed to the Intrench-
ments to resist fnvasion. A large picket
force is statloned outside the lines, and
it is expected, if any attacking force ap-
proaches, that the alarm can be glven in
season for every man to he at his post.
There is no considcrable force of regular
military in the capital, but Gen. Pickett's
division is within about thirty miles and
can reinforce the home militia at short
notice.”

information on

*

* *
Fifty years ago the agricnltural work
of tha government was conducted by the
division of the

A Stupid Custom patent office, and

according to a
House Blunder. [ _..oh in The

Star of March 24, 1864, a peculiar con-
flict arose betwecen that bureau and the
Treasury, on the scora of classification
of agricultural imports. The Star says:

“PThe agricultural bureau of the In-

terior Department has been much an-
noyed and embarrassed for some time
past by unnecessary delay at the New
York custom house in passing packages
of seed purchased by that bureau In
Furope for general distribution in this
country, in order to introduce here new
and improved European varietles of vege-
tables, plants, etc. By way of illustrat-
ing how and why these delays occur we
may mnot inappropriately mention that
among the lot of seed reaching that cus-
tom house more than a fortnight since
is the “yellow lupin,” a leguminous
forage plant deslgned tn be tested here
this season, The appralser having it in
charge fancied he “smelled a mice in
it,” or in other words, it was something
from whirh “extralt de Lubin" a costly
French perfume, hear'ng a high rate of
duty, la manufactured—Lubin belng the
name of the inventor and patentee of
the article, who died a dozen years ago,
by the bye. So Mr. Appralser detains
not only that package, but all the patent
office seed arriving in the same ship until
he may be able to learn the difference
hetween yellow lupin seed and the basis
of manufacturing M. Lubin's celebrated
perfume. In the meantime the season
for sending out the detained seed is
drawing &0 near a close that I8 by no
means impossible that before a common
gense idea can he hammered into the
thick skull of the man of red tape of
the New York custom house all chance
of using the seed will be lost to the ag-

ricultural bureaun.”

*
* W

With the arrival of Licut. Gen. Grant
at the headquarters of the Army of the
Potomae, according to

Army of the The Star of March 25,
P 1864, Ho ordered the
otomac. army to be at once ready

for inspection. It is stated that he was
recelved with muech enthusizsm. In the
same issue of The Star iz the following
statement regarding the situation with

reference to this army: iy

“It meems to be taken for granted that
the purpose of the President In tempo-
rarily merging sundry army corps of the
Army of the Potomac In others of the
same army is simply to place tha
command of them, respectively, and their
organizations in hands other than those
of their late commanders and the staffs
of the latter, it being judged by the au-
thorities that the changes in question will
conduce to the greater efficiency of the
army. We necd hardly -say that publie
opinion, In view of the history of the
operations of the Army of the Potomac,
will heartily indorse the President's ac-
tion in the premises and accept it as an
earnest that Lieul. Gen. Grant's assump-
tlon of the command in the field In thig
quarter will be followed up with an
amount of declsion of actlon and earnest-
ness of concert on the part of all of his
subordinates, on whom he must most Im-
mediately rely for the success of his
plans, heretofore unknown to the history
of our military operations in this vicinity.
On more than one occasion we owe dis-
appointment and heavy loss, if not defeat,
to & lack of the decision of action and
ecarnestness of concert to which we refer
above, and the country therefore will
surely rejolce that such a change has
bheen effected befors the opening of the

approaching campaign, which bids fair
to end the war.'’ : Ple s =

RUSSO-GERMAN RELATIONS.

The article in the Koelnische Zeltung
based upon the dispatch of its St. Peters-
¥ burg correspondent, to
Russia Prepares the effect that ‘Rus-
sia was rapldly and

for War? soedlly gt 45
make war on Germany,” has had all the
publicity its author may have desired.
Tt has besides fired to fury the pan-ger-
manist press of Germany. It has proved
certainly that Russia 18 regarded even in

Germany as the compelling power In
Europe, elther for peace or for war.
Fortunately the prevalent opinion is

that Russla desires peace, not war, and
that if she 1= preparing for war it is
slmply to regain the position she lost
temporarily in Manchuria.

The statement of the Koelnischa Zel-
tung, a semi-officlal German journal, was
promptly denounced In St Petersburg as
a simpls invention. At Berlin, however—
and this was= taken as a bad note—the
statement was Teceived in silence, and
this fact afforded the pan-germanist press
an opportunity to lash Iitself, and, In-
dead, all Germany, into excessive fury.

Thera is much speculation over the hos-
tile outbreak against Russia. On the
onea side, ft {8 saild. the charge that
Russia would war against Germany is
merely a pretext to prepare the way for
& new military law and still another aug-
mentation of the German army, agalnst
which there I8 opposition in the reichs-
tag. On the other side Germany would
force the hand of Russia in the matter
of securing better railway conditions In
Asria Minor.

The German press asks the reason why
Russia is accumulating reserves of troops
on her western frontiers and why the
perfods of military maneuvers ars in-
creased. Besldes the same press re-
proaches the Russian and French prepara-
tions, never thinking, apparently, that
these preparations have been simply in-
Epired by the determination to offset the
recent formidable augmentations of the
German military forces.

The Koelnlsche Zeltung complains of
the apparent dependence of Russla upon
France, and that such relation prevents
Russla’'s  friendly relatlons with Ger-
many. The German journal writes at
length about the traditional friendship
of Russia and Germany and that “now
Russia would turn her arms most will-
ingly against her former friend.”

‘What can have happened to have in-
spired such a sober journal with such
hysterical reflections? There has been
some trouble over the attitude of Ger-
many at Constantinople, certainly. But
was It not quite natural that Russia
should be disquieted to see the defense
of Constantinople handed over to the
German Gen. Liman Von Sanders, when
the question of the Bosphorus and the
Dardanelles contained a vital interest for
Russia?

When M. Goremykine succeeded M.
Kokovtzof recently as president of the
Russian council he said that *“Russia
would malintain relations as good neigh-
bors with Germany, but the Franco-
Russian alllance remained the firm basis
of Russia's exterior policy.”

Is it possible that has been
decelving herself that she could in any
way dissolve the Franco-Russian alliance?
If so, she has strangely misinterpreted
the Buropean spirit which is the basis
of the two great international groups, the
triple alllance and the triple entente.

The Koelnische Zeitung in its long
article exposes the state of mind of the
German press. Rpssia is charged with
Ingratitude toward Gérmany; Russia has
forgotten the services rendered her by
Germany notably in the war in Man-
churia. TRussia observes actually a pa-
cific attitude in appearance, but only be-
cause she does not think herself ready
for war. But Russla is arming; she is
founding cannon and augmenting her ef-
fectives. In 1917 her military reorgani-
%ation will be terminated and her artll-
lery perfected. Germany then will be in
great danger. All this armament Is
against Germany, and Russian opinion
does not oppose war, for the Russians
who have gone to study in Germany re-
turn filled with hatred against ‘the
Dutchtum."™

The personal feelings of the czar are
kind, but those of his ministers are
hoetile. M. Sazonof is a disciple of M.
Delcasss and p of M. Poincare,
“That attitude of the Russian ministers
tends to destroy effectually the legend
n‘t_‘” |he historical Russo-German friend-
ship.

And the author concludes, “The vital
interests of Germany command her not
to wait until 1917 to summon the czar
to come out for Germany or against her.
Alliance with France is and will continue
to be the obstacle which prevents Rus-
sian official policy from having good re-
lations with Germany (ruckhaltlos gute
Bezichungen)."

*
* ¥ g

Why should the Koelnische publish this
pronunciamento now? ‘The answer may

be found in the

Germans in fact that the Ger-
man coterls at St.

St. Petersburg. . ersbure has ex-

pended its strength in the overthrow of
M. Kokovtzof, a man eminently pacific,
but cited in Berlin as “‘too faithful to the
French alllance.” M. Kokovtzof over-
thrown, the coterie belleved that Ger-
man policy might benefit by the change.
1t concealed so little {ts hopes that it
announced on every side the speedy re-
tirement of M. Sazonof—a new era was
about to open at St. Petersburg. But it
proved a cruel deception. Emperor Nich-
ovlas for certain interior reasons. of state
changed his premier. But he had no in-
tentlon of changing his exterior policy.
nor ceasing for one moment the reor-
ganization of his land and sea forces.

In order to comprehend the depth of the
deception of the German coterie at Bt
Petersburg it is necessary to recall the
history of Russo-German relations. The
German coterie is composed largely of
partisans of absolute autocracy. They
understand quite well that the Russian
people will not accept indefinitely the
subordination of Russian politics to the
combinations invented at Berlin. They
favor the return to absolutism pure and
simple, as the only means to maintain the
dynasty.

They represent finally France [n the
foyver of institutions and customs the
most subversive. They keep before the
czar the pecullar methods of Combes,
Caillaux and Juares, which are not easily
understood. But the czar and his min-
isters are not misled and know that even
Berlin and Rome possess kindred types
of anti-milltarism and anarchism. The
czar and his ministers know also that
Germany favored the campalgn in Rus-
sia not for love of Russla, but that Ger-
many might have her hands free in Eu-
rope. b

Russia has augmented her army and
navy and convoked her reserves, The
reinforcement of the Russian and French
armies constitutes the only valld answer
these governments may make to the for-
midable increase In the Germany army.

This relnforcement in Russia and
France is legitimate and the direct con-
sequence of Germany’s increase. When
the new military law was submitted to
the reichstag it was repeated that the
augmentation of the German army was
not a nrenace, but tended simply to guar-
antee a defense of the German situation
in KWurope. How is it that the German
press fails to see that the re-establish-
ment of the three years' service in France
and the augmentations in the Russian
army are not also simple guarantees of

defense” France and Russia—have they

From the Chicago Journal.

The British army has entered politics,
for the first time .since Gen. Monk
brought Charles IT to the throne in 1660.

From the Chicago Poat.

Willlam ©'Brien, M. P., made an ex-
cellent little pass when he referred to Bir
Edward Carson's “independent’”’ Ulster as
“the new Orange Free State.”

From the Newark Blar,

Sir ¥dward Carson has had a cigarelte
named after him. Tsn't the chosen leader
of Ulster's revolt worth the dignity of a
cigar?

From the Raleigh News and Observer.
Bir Edward Carson, the fiery Ullster
unionist leader, s holding a good many

councils of war, and that Is a good sign
that war may yet be averted.
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no right to guarantee their polftical situs-
tion in Europe?

Russia does not permit news of hep
milltary increass to be sent over the
border, and a eorrespondemt, apparently
from Berlin, feels consgtrained to con-
fesa lack of copy on this head., He tels-
graphs: “Although the news regarding
the army increase In Russia Is guarded
with the clogest secrecy, enough has
leaked out to give us here In Germany
an idea of the progress of the scheme.

The peace strenkth of the army In Rus-
sia this summer will be 1,017,000, in 1915
there will ba 15000 more, in 1M6 another

15,000,

And tha German corregpondent from
Berlin adds:

“Three, or possibly four, new  army

corps will be organized, most of which
are intended for FEurope, and additions
wiil also be made 1o the force in the Cau-
casus. Two of these new Tformations,
which undoubtedly will be centered at
Wilna and at Kief, will directly face tha
German frontier. The third formation ia
intended to he centered at Odessi, whera
it will face the Galician frontier of Aus-
tria.”

In naval matters Russia may not sn
easglly conceal her inerease from the
enemy. Thus Russia is cansing Germany
a feeling of almost panicky disquiet over
the defensa she is setting up on the coasts
of the Gulf of Finland and the construe-
tion of a powerful war fleet,

*
S

For example, Ttnssia = construocting

four ironclads of 2000 tons for the RBal-

tic, the Sshastopol,

Russia Buﬂdlng Petropavief, Poltava

. i Gangout, Thesza

w X and G

&Ilhlpl iroaclads will meas-

ure with the German dreadnoughts of tha

latest type and will be launched during

the summer, when they were promised

for 1915, which ghows that Russia is mak.
ing haste.

Four other superdreadnoughts of 28000
tons are in course of constroction and
will be finished In 1917, Six crulsers are
on the wavs, without counting torpedn
boats and submarines, whose number ix
Increasing. In 1918 Russia can place in
line a souadron of twelve ships of the
line, sixteen cruiscrs and an hundred
coutre torpedo boats and submurines,

It is this fact, disconcerting for the Ger-
man, who had his eves fixed on the Ger-
man army, that gives some reagon for the
disquiet ih Berlin.

8t Petersburg, the Russian officer will
tell you, is the only European ecapital
whose s80ll has not been trodden hy an
enemy. Russlans are proud of this and
the sentiment urges them to perpetuats
the fact. Now without a powerful flect
in the Baltic 8t. Petersburg I8 at the
mercy of a coup de main, for once the
fortress of Cronstadt dismantled or re-
duced to silence nothing could prevent
German dreadnoughts from turning their
guns on the Winter Palace and thus de-
liver a mortal blow to the heart of the
empire of the czars. The assallant he-
sides could effect a landing and operat. a
movement against the capital.

It was decided the Gulf of Finland
should be transformed into an interior
lake, formidably fortifled and provided
with a fleet worthy of the best in Euraps

The project was “grandiose,” and the
following propositlons were submitted
and accepted:

First. Comstruction of two important

fortreeses commanding the entrance 1n
the gulf and capable of serving as the
basls of naval operations: one at the
Island of Nargo, in front of Reval; the
other at Bweaborg, near Helsingfors.
Second. The island at the mouth of the
gili;l.:d important as strategic, to be for-
t

Third. The abandonment of the forti-
fications commenced near ILiban and the
reinforcement of (‘ronstadt.

Fourth. The creation of a military
port at Reval. designated as principal
point of the new fleet.

Fifth. The creation of new sghipyards
at St. Petersburz, Reval and Helsingfors.

Sixth. The construction of a powerful
fleet, consisting of dreadnoughts, armored
cruisers, light eruisers, torpedo boats and
submarines.

All these propositions were promptly arc-
cepted. Work commenced and is he-
ing pushed with celerity. To the stups-
fartion of those who accuse Russia of
inconsgtancy the work has been executed
with exactitude and remarkable perse-
verance. Germany no doubt feels that
the measures of naval defense as well as
military have been rendered urgehftiyv
necegsary by Germany's aggressive atti-
tude.

The Taeglische Rundschan writes that
the Germanophobist of Russia emplovs
every means to precipitate s war with
Germany. It would have been very grave
if M. Sazonof should be replaced bv a
Stavophile diplomat. Tt iz asserted that
the party of grand dukes, supported by
the camarilla, orthodox and panslavist
support the candidacy of M. Hartwiz.
minlster of Russia, at Belgrade. Should
M. Hartwig become minister of forelgn
affairs war against Germhny ard Austia
would be only a question of time.
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The Taeglische adds that the revela-

tionz of the Woelnische Zeitung on Hus-

. sjan policy and the
Germany Not military program of
- Russla have not sur-
Surpnsed. prised German  mili-
tary circles. For a year and a half,

writes the Taeglische, the Russian prep-
arations have remarked and tha
necessary preparations have heen taken
The visit of the chief of the general staff
of Austria, Gen. von Schemua, to Berlin
in 1M2 is recalled. That visit, declares
the Taeglische, had precisely for object 1o
arrunge the measures to be taken against
this new move of Russia. Besides, ths
Russian minister of finance published the

following note concerning the article in
the Koelnische Zeitung:

“The Koelnlsche Zeltung of the J0th ul-
timo publishes Information on the subject
of preliminary preparations for war on
the occidental frontier of Russia.

“In the afternoon of the same day that
news c¢xercised a bad influence on the
bourse de Paris, influence which reacted
on the price of Russiun stock. That dis-
quietude was felt on the bourse at St. Pe-
tersburg and was Increased by the ma-
neuvers of speculators. Thersupon the
Agence Reuter declared:

* *We are authorized to declare that the
{information in the Koelnische Zeitung Is
absolutely false and a pure invention.' ™

It has been afficmed and reiterated that
the basis of the war note in the Koel-
nische Zeitung 15 basged on the treaty of
commerce concluded after the Japancss
war and, most unfavorable to Russia, will
expire in 1916, Russia, it is rmmmored, has
ziven notice that she will not rensw the
treaty. s this the principal motive, it
may be asked, for the outbreak of the
German press against Muesia?

It has been suggested in some circles
that the German in Germany and in
Austria-Hungary is pursied by the fear
of the Slav, a Slav uprising, a Slav iu-
vasion. Russia is the head and front of
that great force, and Germany would
necessarily be the immediate objective of
such an uprising and such an invasion
Is this another factor in the outbreak of
the German press again=t Russia”® Tha
question perhaps belongs rather to the do-
main of metaphysica than to politics, and
should be left, therefore to the logic of
events CH. CHAILLE-LOXNG
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THE ULSTER SENSATION.

From the Atlanta Journnl.

England probaily wishes 1lster
wouldn’t be so Mexican in her attitude
From the Toronta Mail,

It may wvet be necessarv for the As-
quith government to !mport soldiers from
South Africa to maintain order in Ulster,
From the Syracuse Post-Srandard.

The perplexed home secretary might
solve his problem hy banishing all the §
suffragettes to Ulster. A
Fromn the Chicagn News,

With Ulster, Lloyd George and the
Pankhursts, John Bull knows what it ig
to be the father of an unruly family,
From the Council Bluffs Noapareil.

However, the Ulster situation is mﬁ.
so bad that the old, reliable *
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